
LITERARY LANGUAGE IN MODERN CHINESE

Instructor: TBA
Credit: 5
Time: TBA
Room: TBA
Office Hour: TBA

Course Description

The Rationale

In reality, an overwhelmingly large portion of activities a foreign language learner encounters in
the target culture is unscripted spoken discourse. Learners possess true advanced level skills
must be able to follow unscripted discussions by professionals on topics of the related domains.
Most currently available courses focus on the study of printed materials (fictions, essays,
commentaries) and/or scripted audio materials (dialogues and narratives from movies as well as
news broadcast from televisionand/or radio). It's time for us to bring unscripted spoken
discourse into the playing field.

While the existing course "Tell It Like It Is" (TIllS) provides general introduction and training
on various aspects of spontaneous spoken Chinese discourse, this course differs in the following
two areas: 1) the materials being studied present more professional discussions on more
"serious" issues (How do Chinese companies compete internationally? How to present an official
version of a modern China? Re-examining the new economy, etc;) as oppose to "TILlS;"s more
folksy arguments on general cultural and social topics (child spanking, playing vs. studying,
quitting smoking, etc.); 2) it focuses on the strategy of applying literary language in spoken
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discussion-a frequently encountered practice that
non-native speakers.

The instructional materials chosen for this course consists of five episodes from the talk show
Dialogues ( «xii!» ) created by China Central Television from 2001 to present. The general
format of the talk show is that, for the fIrst half of the show, the host conducts discussions with
one or two main guests a few more secondary guests, all established experts in their respective
domains, on topics that are considered crucial in their fields; during the second half of the show,
the floor opens to all in the studio mostly in the form of the main guests answering questions
from the audiences. The chosen five episodes cover a very useful range of topics, personas,
levels and discourse strategies-all within the general framework of discussing economic and
political issues as professionals in the fields at the same time present enough diversity to see how
people of different social, political, economical and educational backgrounds and status employ
different approaches towards the issues.

Textbooks/Instructional Materials
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Course Structure/Procedure

The emphasis of the course is not the historical development and artistic merits of literary
Chinese but the familiarization of a body of such language presented in the materials and why
and how they are used in these circumstances. While the instructor's function is to provide
linguistic and cultural analysis of what is being studied and to create culturally authentic contexts
within which the students perform assigned tasks, the students are expected to do a large amount
of memorization, listening and speaking, in and outside the classrooms. Again, students are not
graded on how well they can talk or write about literary Chinese, but how properly they can
interpret and apply literary Chinese in unscripted spoken discourse. Students will be asked to
respond to audio-video materials consist of unscripted spoken Chinese discourse such as
introduction, interview, debate, and be critiqued closely on their interpretations of the intents,
functions and presentations of inserted literary languages. Students will also be asked to perform
oral introductions, interviews and debates unscripted and be critiqued closely on their
employment of literary languages-how proper and effective it is as far as helping to establish
the students' intentions is concerned.

The class meets one hour a day, five days a week for 10 weeks. In general, the first four days of
the week are used for discussions and performances and the last day of the week is reserved for
review and quiz.

The course grade (100%) consists of:

40%-10 weekly performance grades (4% each);
40%-10 weekly quiz grades (4% each);
20%-final project.

Course Schedule

Week 1 MBA Education and Professional Careers in Business (I)
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Day 1 Discussion and Performance: Segment 1 of
« MB A ~ 11R ~ 1:. ¥1I: iJ1- ~ if ~ 1m 1iH; »

Day 2 Discussion and Performance: Segment 2 of
(( MB A ~ lfR ~ ~ ~1I: 1Ifi ;4iJ if ~ tftJ 1=fg~ »

Day 3 Discussion and Performance: Segment 3 of
« MB A !:j IUUt 1: ¥lI: it. #iJ if" ;1% 1iHIll »

Day 4 Discussion and Performance: Segment 4 of
«MB A l=j ~JbJt 1:. m~: if.1BJ it ~ 1M 1415.90>

Day 5 Review and Quiz

MBA Education and Professional Careers in Business (II)Week 2

Day 1 Discussion and Performance: Segment 5 of
«MBA-~II:;bl~~tjl: ~~if ~ iJ%1i15kl»

Day 2 Discussion and Perfonnance: Segment 6 of
«MBA~IWdl~iI: ~~if, ;fh1~5Ia»

Day 3 Discussion and Performance: Segment 7 of
«MB A ~ JUbl~ 1: 1£: ~ ~ if ~ ;f}j 1~ 5$ »

Day 4 Discussion and Performance: Segment 8 of
«MBA~!j:R~1::¥JI: ~~{f., ;j%1~5!i»

Day 5 Review and Quiz

How Do Chinese Companies Compete Internationally? (I)Week 3

Day 1 Discussion and Perfonnance: Segment 1 of

«~OO1::ik~~~jt$-j]: M5aJ§»

Day 2 Discussion and Performance: Segment 2 of
«r:pOO1£:~OO~;F~%JJ: 1W~t!§»

Day 3 Discussion and Performance: Segment 3 of
« ~ 00 11:: ~lld~1 ~lF:9t ~ )J: 1tJ 5B ~ »

Day 4 Discussion and Performance: Segment 4 of
« 4t ~ 1i:: ~tUE] ~~ J't $- j]: ]Ij % i§ »
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Review and Quiz

Week 4

Discussion and Perfonnance: Segment 5 of
«I:f 001i::~OO ~~jt~j]: jj~~»

Discussion and Perfonnance: Segment 6 of
«I:f 001i::~OO ~~jt~j]: -@f~~»

Discussion and Perfonnance: Segment 7 of
«I:fOO1i::~OO~~jt~j]: jj~~»

Discussion and Perfonnance: Segment 8 of
«I:f 001i::~OO ~~jt~j]: jj~~»

Returning Students and the Exploration of the New Economy (1)

Day 1 Discussion and Perfonnance: Segment lof
«fJT~mw¥H!~: 5*~)j~B»

Day 2 Discussion and Perfonnance: Segment 2 of
«fJT~mW:j3}1!~: *~)j~B»

Day 3 Discussion and Perfonnance: Segment 3 of
«fJT~mW:j3}1!~: *~)j~B»

Day 4 Discussion and Perfonnance: Segment 4 of
«if~mW:j3}1!~: 5*~)j~B»

Day 5 Review and Quiz

Returning Students and the Exploration of the New Economy (II)

Day 1 Discussion and Perfonnance: Segment 5 of
«fJT~ m w :j3}1i~ : 5*~)j ~B »

Day 2 Discussion and Perfonnance: Segment 6 of
«fJT~£mW:j3}1!~: *~)j~B»

Day 3 Discussion and Perfonnance: Segment 7 of

Week 5

Week 6

« tJT ~2 m l¥J fI} 1! ~ :

s Compete Internationally? (II))ompame

5* i¥J3 ~B »



Discussion and Performance: Segment 8 ofDay 4
« fJT t~ ~ 8<J ¥H~ ~ :

Day 5 Review and Quiz

Presenting a Modern China:

Day 1

Week 7

Discussion and Performance: Segment 1 of
(~W~-~~~~~OO: ~~~,~~~»

Day 2 Discussion and Performance: Segment 2 of
(~W~-~~~~~OO: ~~~,~~~»

Day 3 Discussion and Performance: Segment 3 of
(~W~-~~~~~OO: ~~~,~~~»

Day 4 Discussion and Performance: Segment 4 of
«~W~-~3~~~OO: ~%~,~~~»

Day 5 Review and Quiz

Presenting a Modern China: The Orthodox Government Official (II)Week 8

Day 1 Discussion and Performance: Segment 5 of
(~W~-~~~~~OO: #~~,~~~»

Day 2 Discussion and Perfonnance: Segment 6 of
«*W~-~~~~~OO: ~*~,~~~»

Day 3 Discussion and Performance: Segment 7 of
(~W~-~~~~~OO: ~*~,~~~»

Day 4 Discussion and Performance: Segment 8 of
(~W~-~~~~~OO:~~~,~~~»

Day 5 Review and Quiz

Discovering New Talents: The Charismatic Government Official (1)Week 9

Day 1 Discussion and Perfonnance: Segment 1 of
«)tikl!!~A;t: )tjkl!!»

Day 2 Discussion and Performance: Segment 2 of

«ftjkOO~A7t: ftjkOO»

5K~)j ~B »

The Orthodox Government Official (I)
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Day 3 Discussion and Performance: Segment 3 of
« )tiK ~ ~A?t : )t7]( ~ »

Discussion and Perfonnance: Segment 4 of

«ft71<- I!I ikA7t : ftjj( I!I »
Day 4

Review and Quiz

alents: The Charismatic Government Official (II)Week 10

Discussion and Performance: Segment 5 of

(ibk 00 ~A::T: ft7]( 00 »

Day 2 Discussion and Performance: Segment 6 of

«Jt7i<. \!J i&tA./t: Jt7i<. \!J»

Day 3 Discussion and Perfonnance: Segment 7 of

(( 7t71<- 00 ~A;;t : 7t71<-00 »

Day 4 Discussion and Performance: Segment 8 of

«ftjj( 00 ~A7t : ft7i<.00 »

Day 5 Review and Quiz

Final Project PresentationWeek 11
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